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SPEECH BY THE VICE-CHANCELLOR, PROF. WILSON KIPNGENO; 

(Ph.D.; MBS) DURING THE 1ST ADVISORY BOARD MEETING OF 

RESTORING AFRICAN DEGRADED LANDSCAPES WITH PLANT 

BIODIVERSITY AND LIVESTOCK MANAGEMENT HELD ON 29TH 

OCTOBER, 2019 IN THE SENATE CHAMBERS AT 9.00 AM 
 

Project Team Leader, Prof. Mariana Rufino, 
 

CIFOR Team Leader, Dr.  Peter Cronkleton, 
 

ReDEAL Project Advisory Board,  
 

Deputy Vice-Chancellors, 
 

Participants and other guests present,  
 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

It is a great honour for me to join you this morning for this very 

important workshop. 
 

Before we begin, I request that we stand for one minute moment 

of silence to honour the late Dr. Esther Nyambura who was a 

member of this project and Center for International Forestry 
Research (CIFOR).   
 

I would like to thank the organizers of this Inaugural Meeting for 

showing a spirited leadership in the fight of “Restoring African 

Degraded Landscapes with Plant Biodiversity and Livestock 

Management”. 
 

Millions of men and women depend on agricultural land for their 

livelihoods. Unfortunately, a great deal of this land has been 

degraded by overuse and is at risk. Restoring and protecting land 

requires involvement of many different stakeholders to co-design 

solutions that are socially, economically and environmentally 

sustainable. 
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In a Global Landscape Forum (GLF) held in Nairobi in 2018, CIFOR 

Director General Mr. Robert Nasi said “We must restore at least 12 

million hectares annually simply to reach land degradation 

neutrality. And if we want to rectify errors from the past, then we 

need to run twice as fast.” This meeting is part of this race to achieve 

the dream by working with governments, investors, farmers and 

various experts with the aim of restoring agricultural lands that have 

been mismanaged or overexploited and protect all agricultural land 

from degradation. 

I am convinced that this meeting will deliberate and find ways of 

restoring degraded land for our livestock and increase forest cover. 

The University of Kabianga is committed to support the project to the 

end in all its work packages. 

The University appreciates MoUs with partners present; CIFOR and 

Lancaster.  

I welcome the Advisory Board members. We need your insightful 

support as we implement the project for the betterment of humanity 

as enshrined in our vision. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Enjoy your being and working time at the University and in the 

Counties hosting sites. 

It is my pleasure to now declare this Advisory Board meeting officially 

opened. 

Thank you. 

 

 

PROF. WILSON KIPNGENO 

VICE-CHANCELLOR 
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