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SPEECH DELIVERED BY PROF. WILSON KIPNGENO; 

PhD. MBS, VICE-CHANCELLOR OF THE UNIVERSITY 

OF KABIANGA TO THE FIRST YEAR STUDENTS OF 

2019 ON FRIDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER, 2019. 
 

The Deputy Vice-Chancellors,  

Deans of Schools, 

Directors, 

Dean of Students, 

Registrars,  

Heads of Departments,  

Members of Staff,  

Student leaders,  

In coming first year students of 2019,  

Ladies and Gentlemen 

Good morning.  

On my own behalf, Council, Senate, Management 

Board, entire staff and students of the University of 

Kabianga, I’m delighted this morning to welcome 

2019 freshmen to the University of Kabianga.  
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I wish to congratulate you for the hard work that 

earned you an admission to the University of 

Kabianga. Your hard work enable you to attain the 

minimum cluster requirements for the course you 

have been admitted to.  

 

I know that for the last four days you have been 

taken through an elaborate orientation programme 

which includes familiarization with your school, 

academic programmes, rules and regulations, 

meeting with senior members of staff; the DVCs, 

Deans, Registrars and many other activities which 

were programmed for the week.  

 

Your life in the University is very different from the life 

you underwent in high school. University life for you, 

freshmen will be the first real experience of freedom, 

freedom of intellect, freedom of expression, freedom 

to do what you want to do and when to do it. Here in 

the University you have academic freedom.  
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I urge you to exercise this freedom which you have 

been entrusted in you by the culture in the university 

responsibly.  

Whatever you do, remember choices have 

consequences. Watch out. If you choose not to 

attend classes regularly, I can for sure warn you that 

you have great difficulties passing your examinations 

 

Freshmen, kindly note that you have just entered into 

a new beginning in your academic life; in which you 

are the driver. While you are here at UoK you will 

have the opportunity to learn new things, acquire 

new knowledge, innovate and develop new skills 

that will equip you for life after university. You will be 

with us for four years and your graduation will 

definitely be a big milestone in this lifelong journey.  

 

My appeal to you as the first year students is to 

maximize the opportunity and utilize the enabling 

environment availed to you to be innovative in 

pursuit of knowledge. 
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The University strives to create an enabling 

environment through provision of essential services 

and facilities to meet the diverse academic, social 

and co-curricular needs of its students. The required 

infrastructural facilities are continually being 

developed and improved to ensure that quality 

services are rendered.   

 

As you begin your life here; I wish to bring to your 

attention some of the following issues which might 

affect you:  

1. Social behavior 

Your stay here in the University for the four (4) years 

demands that you behave morally. It is sad to note 

that students of either gender may fall prey of some 

intolerable circumstances when they report to the 

University.  

Most university students become victims of social 

behavior for being; unable to cope with broken 

relationships, exam related stress, financial hardships, 
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underlying mental health issues or overindulgence in 

the use of alcohol and social media.  

2. HIV and Aids 

HIV & Aids is still a big problem among the youth in 

this country. If you choose to sleep with anybody in a 

shirt or trouser then for sure HIV/AIDs is with you and its 

consequences. HIV/AIDS and others STDs have no 

respect for any one. If you must do it, please use 

protection. 

2. Drug and substance abuse 
 

Drug and substance abuse among the young 

people in learning institutions has endangered their 

lives. Majority of students in all levels of education still 

abuse substances and are likely to destroy their lives. 

If you must drink, drink responsibly.  Please take care! 

4. Radicalization 

Radicalization in all countries, Kenya included is a 

real threat “It’s not mad people who become 

radicalized; it’s people like you… It is not those 

people who you think, for example, who have not 
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gone to school. It is people like us who get 

radicalized. Assess the information you. 

5. Betting  

Betting among young people is a real problem in 

Kenya. It is addictive just like drug and substance 

abuse. There is no free lunch. Work hard to make 

money and avoid betting at all cost. 

 Please exercise restrain if you must bet. 

5. Social media 

Today Social media is the most used mode of 

communication. The tools of social networking such 

as Twitter, Facebook, and YouTube, personal blogs, 

Instagram and WhatsApp that have previously had a 

reputation strictly for socializing, are now being used 

as sources for information and play a big role in 

contemporary social and political mobilization in the 

world.  

Social media can be very inflammatory. Not all 

information in the social media are factual. Verify 

before use.  Kindly use social media responsibly. 
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6. Budget 

A majority of the students in the University will soon 

receive money from HELB (Higher Education Loans 

Board) and from other sources like the parents 

among others. For most of you, this may be the 

highest amount of money you will have ever 

received with no proper guidance on how to 

manage it. Some of the students; when they receive 

these money resort to lavish lifestyle including alcohol 

and drugs.  

Kindly appreciate and wisely spend any money you 

get.  

Dear Students 

You will be expected to attend lectures and sit 

Continuous Assessment Tests and Semester 

examinations. These are very important modes of 

academic assessment.  

Failure to attend lectures and examination irregularity 

of any kind is not allowed. I advise you to be self–

disciplined and cultivate a culture of honesty in all 
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areas of your life so as to succeed in your academic 

life. 

Remember that you have joined the University 

primarily study. This is the axis that wheels you to excel 

in your studies and not the contrary.  

As you were told by other staff, let me once again 

remind you that you: 

1) Be very responsible in the use of social media 

while using the internet services provided in the 

Campus.  

2) Be very responsible pedestrians while walking up 

and down the high way. 

3) Be aware of the guidelines stipulated in the 

Students’ Handbook. 

4) Be consulting with your respective Heads of 

Departments and Deans. 

5) Be cautious to take care of yourself and your 

property on and off campus. 
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As I draw to conclusion, I would like to appreciate the 

Student Leadership in the way they have worked with 

the University Management. This gesture has kept the 

University run smoothly in its quest of commitment: 

“To providing high quality training, research and 

extension services that meet customer requirements 

and endeavor to exceed their expectations”.  

 

To the freshmen, once again, I welcome you to the 

University of Kabianga. I wish you well in your studies 

and may God keep you safe throughout the period 

of your study – as Malcolm X said: 

“Education is the passport to the future, for 

tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it 

today”  
 

Thank you and may God bless UoK. 

 

 

 

PROF. WILSON KIPNGENO 

VICE-CHANCELLOR 


